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An Interesting Ghat About the Men

Who Are Famous in
Tennis History.

Classes and Record Distances
Need an Entirely New

Adjustment.
P. H. Hovey, the present tennis cham¬

pion, Is a born player. Watching him, one

feels Instinctively that his game Is the re¬

sult of a special talent, not of laborious
practice. When he first came Into promi¬
nence, In 1890, he was far more brilliant
than at present, and proportionately uncer-

tain and unreliable. That year at Newport
he met B. P. Huntington, Jr., in the pre-
llmlhary round. In company with Valen¬
tine Hall, then my double partner, I
watched most of the match, which was of
extreme Interest from Huntington's well-
earned prominence and Hoyey's growing
reputation.
Huntington was then art the height of

his powers, ranking No. 2 that year, a

typical all-around player with hardly a
weak point. Cool, steady and careful and
a great strategist, I think, however, he
was a lltle handicapped by the slowness
of his movements. A large proportion of
the spectators. Including the writer, had
never seen Hovey play before, and en¬
thusiasm was unbounded over his superb
smashing, placing and display of agility.
Over and over again he would leap high

collegiate championship In singles. In
1891, at Saratoga, he won the singles and
(with H. G. Blxby) doubles championship
of New York State. He was the runner-
up at Newport and again became inter¬
collegiate champion in singles, and with
Wrenn won the intercollegiate doubles
championship. In 1892 Hovey succeeded in
taking the Longwood Challenge Cup from
E. L. Hall. He won the West Newton in¬
vitation tournament and the All Comers at
Newport.
In 1893 he successfully defended his

claim to the Longwood Cup, divided first
honors in the West Newton invitation
event with Hobart, won with Hobart the
doubles at Tuxedo and Saratoga and the
national doubles championship at Chi¬
cago. He was again runner-up In the All
Comers, but lost to Wrenn. In 1894 he was
winner of the West Newton and Manches¬
ter Invitation tournaments, but he fell
before Goodbody, the Irish crack, In an
early round of the All Comers. Last year
he and Hobart defeated Plm and Mahoney
In a doubles match at West Newton.

SOMETHING ABOUT WRENN.
R. D. Wrenn held the championship for

two years before Hovey wrested It from
him. He gained his title In the second
year he played at Newport, an achieve¬
ment almost without parallel. While I do

F. H. Hovey.
In the air and smash tho ball so viciously
that It would bound far over Huntington's'
bead, sometimes into the branches o£ a

tree a considerable distance back.
This lavish expenditure of force proved

disastrous in the end, although at one time
Hovey led by two sets to one and five
games to three. Here Huntington made a
wonderful brace, and Hovey, tired out by
his over-exertions, showed a completo re¬

versal of form, failing In the simplest
strokes. He was unable to win another
game, Huntington scoring ten straight and
the match.
HOVEY S REMARKABLE FIRST TEAR.
Later la the same season Hovey defeated

Caaapbell, then the United States cham¬
pion, in the intercollegiate tournament,
thereby firmly establishing a high standing
In the tennis world. That year he was
ranked fifth best of all the players in
America. In 1891 his official ranking was

No. 4. In 1892 it was No. 5, although
he deserved a much higher standing, as

he won the All Comers and pressed
Campbell closely for the championship. In¬
deed, many good Judges thought he was en¬

titled to Becond place. In 1893 he was

third, in 1S94 fourth, and last year cham¬
pion and first.

J)"or several years Hovey gave similar ex¬
hibitions of uneven play, but by degrees
these grew leas marked, and for the last
two or three years he has been about as

steady as the average expert. Last year
whea he at last won the championship,
which had been eo often almost in his
grasp, he played from beginning to end
of the Newport tournament a uniformly
steady, careiul game, devoid of most of its
former sensational features, and gaining
onderfully in strengtu thereby.
Hovey's first serve is swift and hard to

handle, but the second is rather easy. His
forehand drive is peculiar He is the onlyplayer I know of who takes the ball beforeIt has risen to the full height of the
bound. This gives him an advantage over
those who wait until it is descending, in
passing an opponent who runs up on the
Bervlc**, us he gets to the ball quicker and
strikes It from a higher angle to the net.
In his match with the Western champion,Neel, at Newport last August, Hoveypassed the latter, who invariably serves

from a running start, which assists him in
gaining a net position before the return,with consummate ease. On the other hand,Chace, who waits rather long for his
troke, wiccumbed to the Westerner be-
iuse he could rarely return the latter's
rve out of his reach. With Hovey It is
fhe whole a good, serviceable stroke,

tout it probably would not pay any one
to whom it does not come naturally to
cultivate It.

Some of hovhy's strokes.
Hovey's backhand (that is, his backhand

ground stroke)/ is not very good, and I
think he tries to put a little too muchforce into It. He lobs rarely, but with
good judgmemt, so that he occasionallycatches his opponent unawares. He never
uses the lob to profit by the other's mis¬
takes, but always in an attempt to score
by it.
His volleying is almost unexcelled. On

overhead balls he seldom smashes now,but contents himself with less severityfc.id more placing. He Is abie to volleyt'iraost equally well in any position, whicht*- *v players can do, and his phenomenaljulckness makes him a very hard man to
pass. I regard him as the superior of allthe present generation of tennis players,With the possible exception of Larne<t.EPrevious to his triumph of last August,ovey's successes have been numerous.»1SWQ, u betfor« stated, he won the inter-

not consider his best game to be quite as
strong as Hovey's best, his form is supe¬
rior. No one in this country has a better
or more graceful style, and to my mind
none of the English and Irish experts who
have visited this country can compare
with him or with Larned in this respect.
Between these two I should find it hard
to make a choice. Larned's style Is more
brilliant and forceful, Wrenn's is more
rounded and finished.
Wrenn is a left-handed player, which

gives him a slight advantage, as his op¬
ponents have of course fewer opportunities
to practice against players of his peculiar¬
ity than he lias against those of the usual
right-handed habit. He Is one of the best
generals In the game, changing his meth¬
ods as he finds strong or weak points In
his opponent. Outside of Hovey, he is, I
think, as quick with his racquet as any
American player, and although he cannot
run very fast he starts quickly and covers
a good deal of ground.
lie played in a few tournaments during

the season of 1891, but it was not until
1S92 that his name began to be widely
known. He upset the calculations of the
tennis prophets and caused a widespread
sensation by defeating E. L. Hall at Bai;
Harbor, just after the latter had gone gal¬
lantly through the Nahant Invitation tour¬
ney. The latter was held by many to be
known. He upset the calculations of the
year to win, not excepting the All Comers,
and Hall's friends were confident that he
would follow up his success by a greater
one at Newport.

HALL'S GOOD CHANCE.
Their hopes received a severe check

when their favorite succumbed to Wrenn
at Bar Harbor, who played the game of
his life up to that time. But for this set¬
back I think that Hall would have come
very near to winning the All Comers that
year, judging by the grand form he dis¬
played at Nahant. This disappointment,
however, seemed to unsettle him, and his
game at Newport was weak by comparison.
Wrenn continued his good work at New¬

port by defeating the veteran Knapp, after
the latter had won from Chace, then known
as "the Boy Wonder." This match was one
of the longest on record, and gave Wrenn
an enduring reputation for lasting. The
five sets, the score of one of which reached
14.12 and another 10.8, consumed five
hours of the hottest part of a sultry
August day. At the end Wrenn was far
fresher than his opponent, who, however,
was somewhat predisposed to fatigue from
his previous battle with Chace.
Wrenn reached the semi-final round, and

was then laid low by Hovey, but not before
he had given indications of being very
nearly In nis conqueror's class. The follow¬
ing year he won the All Comers, and be¬
came champion through Campbell's default.
There is no gainsaying the fact that Wrenn
was wonderfully favored by fortune. He
was the only player of the very first class
in his side of the tournament, and so
reached the final round without having to
meet a foeman worthy of his metal. In
the finals he was lucky enough to catch
Hovey on an off day and succeeded In de¬
feating him, but I do not think he was the
latter's equal at that time.

WRENN'S BRILLIANT SEASON.
1894 was Wrenn's year. Not only was he

victor In the Norwood Park invitation tour¬
nament with Goodbody, Stevens, Chace and
Learned opposed to him, but he defended
his championship against the Irish Invader
in the most. impressive style Imaginable.I have no hesitation in stating that this
was the best game Wrenn ever played,and fcne of the most superb and well-
rounded exhibitions of tennis playing ever
seen in this country. If he had not been
champion I believe the chances are good that
he would have won the All Comers axaiii,
and that if he had met Hovey he would
have won the match on Its merits.

Verily these are the days of record-
breaking. Also champions, world's and
otherwise. There are so many new rec¬
ords that It requires a memory better than
most people possess to keep track of them.
And as for the champions, they flock In
herds and droves. Every day the news¬

papers chronicle some new event won and
herald to the public the name of some

champion for a new distance. "What, with
standing starts and flying starts, paced
and unpaced races, and vulgar fractions
of a mile, till the list of records looks like
a table of stock quotations, It Is hard work
for the plain, everyday record-holder to de¬
termine whether he is a champion or not,
and leads him to place more confidence in
his ability to win out when the racing sea¬

son opens than In any records that he may
have put to his credit during a previous
season. It Is all very funny, and not at all
to be wondered at, that the old "cranks,"
who have felt a degree of pride In keeping
track of tht standing of the principal rac¬

ing men, have given tip in sorrow and dis¬
gust. To-day a new record Is made for
fifteen-sixteenths of a mile, paced, and to¬
morrow may be announced the remarkable
establishment of a record for the unpaced
eight-ninths. So the' thing goes on, and as
there does not seem to be practically any
limit under present regulations, there Is
no telling where the record-holders will
land, or whether they will not yet be
lost In an Interminable maze of repeating
fractions that may be carried out Indefi¬
nitely to the end of eternity, and leave the
result still In doubt.
WANDERING IN A MAZE OF RECORDS.
Of course, this Is the result of the am¬

bition of the manufacturers, who maintain
racing teams to put records to the credit of
their wheels. For them the more records
the better.It does not so much matter
about the distance. But, on the whole,
would It not be better to have a definite
list of achievements, that could be classed
as records that would be generally recog¬
nized as standing for something, and would
represent the relative merits of riders and
their respective mounts as the present hap¬
hazard, Ill-regulated plan can never do? I
believe that it would be more satisfactory
for all concerned.
For a long time I have believed and

argued that the Racing Board sheuld fix a

list of distances for which records should
be ridden, and leave all others to the list
of "remarkable performances," or what-
.ever else the manufacturers or the riders
may choose to call them. With such a

definite list the relative positions of record-
holders and competitors would be at once

apparent, and handicapping would be ex¬

ceedingly simplified.
THE MUjE IS THE STANDARD.

The mile Is, anfr will probably continue
to be, the standard, at least until the
metric system is adopted In the English-
speaking countries. The mile race is the
chief event of race meets and the one In
which the greatest Interest is always mani¬
fested, unless some unusual circumstance,

third mile, one-half mile, two-thirds mile
and three-fourths mile. No smaller divis¬
ions are, in my opinion, wise. No smaller
divisions would indicate the superiority of
a rider fairly.
Above the mile the list of distances at

which records could be made might be fixed
at two, five, ten, twenty-five, fifty and one

hundred miles. These are frequent enough
divisions to determine the ability of the
road or long distance rider. Thus there
would be twelve definite records to be
striven for, and as the short distance rec¬

ords are capable of variation by the in¬
troduction of the flying start, and all of
the dozen by the employment of pace-mak-
ers, the list should prove extensive enough
to satisfy the most ambitious rider for
championship honors, or the manufacturer
most covetous of records to the credit of
his wheel. Sufficient latitude would be al¬
lowed by the adoption of this list to suit
the abilities of every rider, and every rec¬
ord broken would represent a definite
achievement. There would be fewer rec¬

ord-holders, but records would count for
more and be better worth striving for.

A TIMING REFORM IS NEEDED.
And when the list of record distances

was established I would favor another in¬
novation which would have to do with
timing the races. An expert watchmaker
once told me that the watch had not yet
been made that would accurately spilt sec¬

onds into fractions smaller than fourths.
This may or may not be true, but it affords
the illustration of my idea. The Innovation
which I would make would be to use no

fraction less than one-fourth in timing any
race. Even if a watch could be made capa¬
ble of splitting the second into hundredths,
where woiuld be the timer alert enough of
eye or of hand to catch and record such
a fraction?
How often, after a sharply rlden race

against time or competition on the track,
does one see the timers, watches in hand,
exhibiting the recorded fraction of a sec¬
ond at which the stop was pushed de¬
fiantly to each other and then consulting
and figuring out an average before an¬

nouncing the result! Their watches do not
split seconds alike, or, if they do, the nerves

that travel between the eye and brain and
between the brain and hand do not act in
unison. Show me the timer who wpuld
not make the time of the same race four-
fifths in one instance and five-sixths in an¬
other and I will show you a rara avis. The
timer is not to blame, either. Try it your¬
self some time and see! When judges hon¬
estly disagree over the question of which
rider crossed the tape first in a finish not
remarkably close, is it to be expected that
the timer will invariably fail to err even
a hairsbreadth? If the quarter second
were the smallest fraction permissible in
timing a race, I am sure that results quite
as nearly accurate as those usually record¬
ed and far more generally satisfactory
and less liable to dispute would be gained.

CLASS RIDERS LIKE TROTTERS.
When these ideas are generally adopted,

and I believe that eventually, though per¬
haps in a modified form, they will be, it will
be possible to establish classes as In horse
racing and conduct racing on principles

B/LGfJELDER'S
BUDGET.

Wheeliqei} Win
the First Political ;j

Fight for Right.
And so the Armstrong Bicycle Baggage

bill only needs the signature of Governor
Morton to make it a law. Such a fight
for Its passage as the wheelmen made could
hardly fall to elicit admiration, even from
the attorney of a railroad. The result gives
evidence of the marked respect with which
politicians now regard th« "cyclist vote,"
and the few membert Jn each house who
disregarded the wishes of the wheelmen In
their districts may have cause to regret
their lack of perception In realizing that
the bill was wanted, not by one restricted
class, but by a class which comprised all
classes. The wheelmen are clannish In the
extreme when their rights are In peril, and
more than one candidate for public office
has become aware of this fact. Neverthe¬
less, the extent to which wheelmen dabble
In politics should be limited to those oc¬

casions when It is absolutely necessary for
them to show their strength, which Is be¬
coming something enormous. True It Is
that all wheelmen do not belong to the
L. A. W., but the policy followed by the
national cycling body is regarded by nine-
tenths of those who are Identified with
wheeling. In the Armstrong bill, the wheel¬
men contended that they were asking for
that which was just, reasonable and proper,
and the victory so handsomely woo re¬

flects great credit upon those who con¬
ducted the campaign In such a capable
manner. Besides Messrs. Potter, Armstrong
and Bidwoll. the other State Division of¬
ficials lent efficient aid, and now, with the
bill out of the way. the work of running
the membership up to the 20,000, figure wll
be prosecuted with renewed energy.
WHY RACING WILL GAIN ADDED POPU¬

LARITY. %
Racing is the brass band of cycling and

every one who rides a wheel takes a cer¬

tain amount of interest in the speed
merchants. What figures as the news side
of the recreation and sport is invariably
embodied in something that has been done
or is to be done by some one who competes
either for his own amusement or for
money. And this is the reason that the
racing feature is made so prominent. The
various meets are occasions for the gather¬
ing of riders from all over the district in
which the particular tourney Is held, and
it Is at these times that one who wants to
see any one of account In the wheel world
puts in an appearance. Cycle racing will
attain the coming season more popularity
than It has ever enjoyed before, for the rea¬

son that it has been taken up by two
classes which hitherto have dot lent It
much attention. The Influence of the col¬
leges will be made evident in a very short
space of time and cycling will soon push
athletics for popularity In the list of col¬
lege competitions, as It has done with the

Ghafnpioft Bald at Mis Editorial Desk.
such as a match race between one or two
well-known riders who have demonstrated
a marked strength at other distances, Is
made a feature. It is the mile race that
the people wait for, and it is the mile win¬
ner that they stand up in their seats to ap¬
plaud. Why? Because the mile has been
th£lr unit of measurement. The mile is
the basis on which trotting and running
records are marked, and by which the abil¬
ity of horses and locomotives has always
been reckoned, to say nothing of bicycle
riders before the present unseemly craze
for crazy-quilt records came in vogue. So,
first of all, the Racing Board should, I be¬
lieve, place the inile record on their ac¬

cepted list.
Naturally It will be necessary to estab¬

lish certain fractional distances, but I be¬
lieve there should be sio more than five
of these, as foliowSs One-fourth mile, one-

that will be more satisfactory to the pub¬
lic and quite as advantageous to the rider.
With regard to pace-making I have al¬

ready expressed myself in the columns of
the Journal, but. allow me to repeat.be¬
cause this subject naturally arises in con¬
nection with the other.that the reforms
now being agitated with reference to pace-
making are sure to have a beneficial result.
The single pace-maker, or the race with
riders put in for the especial purpose of
setting the pace, is much more fair to all
the competitors than the introduction of
any pace-making machine, big or little, that
carries mare than a single rider. Of course,
the manufacturers will continue to ulld
big machines as long as they are valuable
for advertising purposes,, but when the nov¬

elty of them wears off the old, reliable
standby, the single nace-inaker, will be still
on the' track, and the ability of the rider
will be better gaiiged than dtn'ing these
present days of pacing machines. It looks
much as though there would be a reform
In pace-making methods this year, andjltwill l>e a reform co-ordinate with the oth-
ers that I have suggested. V

*E. 0. BALD.^

same branch of sport outside the Instltn-
tlons of learning. Society, that Intangible
but powerful element, has taken to the
wheel with an accord that has been almost
unanimous, and as the accredited leaders
of fashion have found pleasure In varied
competitions among those who are lndluded
in their ranks, the adoption of oycle races
is sure to assume large proportions. Even
now the Cycle Club, of Brooklyn, Is con¬

ducting these competitions for Its members
and probably will hold a meet of some pre-
tensions during th<» coming Summer.

A. G. BATCnELDEE.

IN THE WHIRL OF THE WHEEL.

The Long Islam) Wheelmen will give special
prizes during th' coming season to encourage
attendance at cl b runs and increase the inter¬
est in touring The trophy for the greatest
mileage of the year vriil be rery valuable, and
the season wl1i commence April 12.

BICYCLES. I BICYCLES.

Money Back
if Not Satisfied^

A. G. SPALDING & BROS. Have always claimed,
and the records prove it, that the SPALDING Bicycle is
the Fastest and Easiest Running Bicycle Built, the Perfec¬
tion of Mechanical Skill and a bicycle that can outcoast all
others. Spalding riders.and there are thousands of them
.prove this day in and day out. J- Jt
To those who have not purchased a bicycle for 1896 we
make this proposition.

UPON PAYMENT OF YOUR $100 DOW FOR^

WE WILL LET YOU TAKE IT AND * J J- * S j*

TEST IT FOR TEN DAYS
Take it on the road or on the track, give it any kind of a
test and compare it with all other kinds of bicycles, it is
immaterial of what make. And if at the end of that
time it can be shown that any other bicycle is superior to
the SPALDING in these essential features the machine
can be returned and the money will be cheerfully refunded.
We know that we have

THE BEST BICYCLE BUILT
And want to convince you of that fact. & & &

A. G. Spalding & Bros.,
Uptown Depot:

SPALDING-BIDWELL CO.
29,81,33 W. 42d St.

126- \ 30 Nassau Street.

Saddle Comfort
Eighteen years of bicycle building have taught us how bicycle
saddles shoul'd be designed and made. The most eminent
physicians say Columbia saddles are precisely right.

Tht added pleasure of riding a Columbia bicyclo is worth every
dollar of the $100 a Columbia costs.

POPE MANUFACTURING CO., Hartford, Conn.
N©w York Hoadquartors, 12 Warron St.

Metropolitan Bloycling Co., Boulevard and 60th St.
Columbia Riding Aoadomy-Rentlng-Storage.

STANDARD OF THE WORLD.

THIS IS THE DUPLEX.
Light in Weight,

Graceful in Design,
Easy in Running.

No preliminary Instruction required. Compan¬
ionship of your own choosing. The safest cycle
In the world.

Stands Firmly. No Upsetting.
A wheel for exercise, business, pleasure. For

young people, middle-aged, and old people alike.

Thoroughly tested. Its yalue proven.

115 Wolff
American

High Art Cycles
Establish a New Standard.
In quality of stock, beauty of design, points
of construction, and elegance of finish, our

Ladies' and Gentlemen's
Single Models

CANNOT BE EQUALLED.

R.H.WOLFF&CO.d't'd),Makers
Foot 118th, I17th, 118th St. and E. R.,

NEW YORK.
il E. 42d St., near 5th aye.

Riding Academy, 3060th are.

GENUINE BtcTcTrBARGAlN.
The WELLINGTON, an Hundred Dollar '»6

wheel, 1^-ln. seamlews steel tubing, adjustable
handles, choice of tiros, saddles and fully guar¬
anteed, Including 20th Century lamp, electric
bell, allumlnum cyclometer.

Best whe-el In the world.
COMPLETE. ONLY AS A LEADER.
The HAMILTON, highest of high grade.

Come and se« it. We allow liberally oi-i . S old
wheol. Other, iriakt® from mi».

Frederic J3. fl'Hght, 075 8th live.
One door above 67tb St.. Heating Kepairlng,

Storing. Open evenings.

BICYCLE.Will exchange flue foot lathe or

rowing machine, with money. Address Bicycle,
26 Ralph art,, Brooklyn.

Special Offer for Tills Week,
$100 Puritan Wheels strictly listed $100u

ALL DROP FORCINGS, SEAMLESS
TUBING, DETACHABLE SPROCKETS,

Humber Chains, Strictly High-Grade '96 Wheels,
At $60.

A FEW LEFT OF THE PILGRIM WHEELS,
listed $85, specifications same as Puritan,

At $50 Cash.
Bicycles and Sundries of All Kinds.

HOLLENBACK SADDLES IN STOCK.
We ifnarantee to wave yon money.
MERCANTILE SUPPLY CO..
41 Barclay St., and 4H Park Place.

BICYCLE BARGAINS.
Over 1,000 second-hand to select from, such us

Ramblers, $©, $15 and $29; Victors, $15 to $29;
Columbiss, $19, $29 and $39; Waverley $27;
Lyndhurst, $24; Crescent, $24; cheaper grades. $8
to $lu; new 1895 models, $39 and $45; 1890
models, $75 to $100; good tandems, etc., at UN¬
HEARD OF PRICES for spot cash.
2d-hand bicycles traded in; fancy prices allowed.
Herald Co., 1.14 Nagsan St.. near Ann.

®s@h®b:0©h©h®
{Brains 5
m' Nerves®

young, old or middle aged rnen_ sufferingvjP
.,,from dissipations, or men with Ja5e«iras|> J brains and nerves, restored to 5, , &«i*S
~~enjoymeiit of life by old Dr. Hallock s

famous Electric S'ills. Vital forces renew-fflgfcWed. A quick cure for Nervous Debility,W

0weaknesses and dUeases peculiar to meii mfl
Absolutely safe. Steadily increasing vigor.Hl
They will make a new man of you. Dr.

m MEDICINE FREE BY MAIL, g. To inspireconfldence.we will send, sealed.
our rwilar $1 box of pills together with

HPJ3 valuable book, on receipt of 10 cents toJTOIBasicover postage. Advice Free. Address

. OLD DR. HALLOCK.
110 Court St. Boston, Mass.^

jwra -Dr. Hallock is a great Specialist in D%seases«^mjo/ men. 40 years at the same place..Post.

$65.
.-v WARWICKS. BEN-HURS. ^ k

EDDIE CANNON BALD
' ®

ON HIS

WHITE
FLYER.

Bald is a hard rider, takes desperate
chances, and would not trust himself on an
inferior wheel. He rides the BARNES be¬
cause he has confidence in its strength and
speed.
ELMWOOD CYCLE CO., 57 Park place.

107 E. 123th st. B'klyn, 1233 Bedford ave.
The low price of the wheel most in the

public eye is THE


